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THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE REGIONAL COUNCIL. A
VIDEO RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING

Southern California Association of Governments
May 7, 2026

NO. 680

AGENDA ITEM 4

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

REGIONAL COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026

http://scag.igm2.com/Citizens/

The Regional Council (RC) of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) held a
regular meeting both in person and virtually (telephonically and electronically). A quorum was

present.

Members Present

Hon. Ray Marquez, 1st Vice President Chino Hills
Hon. Jenny Crosswhite, 2" Vice President Santa Paula

Sup. Martha Cardenas-Singh

Sup. Karen Spiegel

Sup. Vianey Lopez

Hon. Michael Goodsell

Hon. Jan Harnik

Hon. Alan Wapner

Hon. Trish Kelley

Hon. Mike T. Judge

Hon. Gary Gardner Desert Hot Springs
Hon. Linda Krupa Hemet
Hon. Zak Schwank Temecula
Hon. Frank Navarro Colton
Hon. John Dutrey Montclair
Hon. John Gabbard Dana Point
Hon. Wendy Bucknum Mission Viejo
Hon. William Go Irvine

Hon. Jon Dumitru Orange
Hon. Debbie Baker La Palma
Hon. Ryan Balius Anaheim
Hon. Joe Kalmick Seal Beach
Hon. Marty Simonoff Brea

IS AVAILABLE ON THE SCAG WEBSITE AT:

District 10
District 47
Imperial County
Riverside County
Ventura County
ICTC

RCTC

SBCTA

TCA

VCTC

District 2
District 3
District 5
District 6
District 9
District 12
District 13
District 14
District 17
District 18
District 19
District 20
District 22
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Hon. Frank Yokoyama Cerritos District 23
Hon. Jeff Wood Lakewood District 24
Hon. Claudia Frometa Downey District 25
Hon. Emma Sharif Compton District 26
Hon. Ali Saleh Bell District 27
Hon. Mark E. Henderson Gardena District 28
Hon. Margaret Clark Rosemead District 32
Hon. Shaunna Elias Glendora District 33
Hon. Thomas Wong Monterey Park District 34
Hon. Margaret E. Finlay Duarte District 35
Hon. Steve Tye Diamond Bar District 37
Hon. Tim Sandoval Pomona District 38
Hon. Mark Waronek Lomita District 39
Hon. David J. Shapiro Calabasas District 44
Hon. Laura Hernandez Port Hueneme District 45
Hon. Rocky Rhodes Simi Valley District 46
Hon. Daniel Ramos Adelanto District 65
Hon. Steve Sanchez La Quinta District 66
Hon. Marsha McLean Santa Clarita District 67
Hon. Patricia Lock Dawson Riverside District 68

Hon. Larry McCallon
Ms. Lucy Dunn

Air District Representative
Business Representative

Members Not Present Members Not Present
Long Beach District 30
San Bernardino County

Members Not Present
Hon. Cindy Allen, President
Sup. Curt Hagman, Imm. Past President

Sup. Kathryn Barger Los Angeles County
Sup. Hilda Solis Los Angeles County
Sup. Don Wagner Orange County
Hon. Carlos Leon OCTA

Hon. Gil Rebollar Brawley District 1

Hon. Clint Lorimore Eastvale District 4

Hon. Helen Tran San Bernardino District 7

Hon. Acquanetta Warren Fontana District 8

Hon. Rick Denison Yucca Valley District 11

Hon. Lauren Kleiman Newport Beach District 15

Hon. Valerie Amezcua Santa Ana District 16

Hon. Fred Jung Fullerton District 21

Hon. Suely Saro Long Beach District 29

Hon. Andrew Lara Pico Rivera District 31

Hon. Keith Eich La Cafiada Flintridge District 36
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Drew Boyles
Chelsea Byers

Nikki Perez

Austin Bishop
Eunisses Hernandez
Adrin Nazarian

Bob Blumenfield
Nithya Raman

Katy Young Yaroslavsky
Imelda Padilla
Monica Rodriguez
Marqueece Harris-Dawson
Curren D. Price, Jr.
Heather Hutt

Traci Park

John Lee

Hugo Soto-Martinez
Ysabel Jurado

Tim McOsker

Steve Manos

Butch Twining
Ulises Cabrera
Karen Bass

Andrew Masiel, Sr.

Staff Present

Kome Ajise, Executive Director
Darin Chidsey, Chief Operating Officer
Cindy Giraldo, Chief Financial Officer
Sarah Jepson, Chief Planning Officer

Javiera Cartagena, Chief Government and Public Affairs Officer

El Segundo

West Hollywood

Burbank
Palmdale
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Lake Elsinore

Huntington Beach
Moreno Valley

Los Angeles

Pechanga Dev. Corp.

Carmen Flores, Chief Human Resources Officer
Julie Shroyer, Chief Information Officer

Jeffery Elder, Chief Counsel
Ruben Duran, Board Counsel
Maggie Aguilar, Clerk of the Board
Cecilia Pulido, Deputy Clerk of the Board

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

District 40
District 41
District 42
District 43
District 48
District 49
District 50
District 51
District 52
District 53
District 54
District 55
District 56
District 57
District 58
District 59
District 60
District 61
District 62
District 63
District 64
District 69
Member-at-Large
Tribal Gov’t Reg’l Planning Brd.

First Vice President Marquez called the meeting to order at 11:56 a.m. and asked Board Counsel
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Ruben Duran, to lead the pledge of allegiance.
First Vice President Marquez stated they had two Action Items on the agenda and the Consent
Calendar. He indicated that they would be combining all three items to take only one vote. There

were no objections.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

First Vice President Marquez opened the Public Comment Period for persons to comment on any
matter pertinent to SCAG’s jurisdiction that were not listed on the agenda.

Board Counsel Duran acknowledged there were no written public comments received.

Seeing no public comment speakers for items not listed on the agenda, First Vice President
Marquez closed the Public Comment Period.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

There was no prioritization of agenda items.
ACTION ITEM
1. Nomination and Election of 2026-27 SCAG Officer Positions

Ruben Duran, Board Counsel, reported item 1 was the annual vote to nominate officers for
submission to the General Assembly for consideration at its meeting next month. He reported that
in accordance with SCAG's bylaws, the Nominating Committee convened in March to consider the
candidates for officer positions. He indicated that at the meeting, the committee unanimously
approved the following nominees: for the position of President, the Honorable Ray Marquez; for
the position of First Vice President, the Honorable Jenny Crosswhite; and for the position of Second
Vice President, the Honorable Patricia Lock Dawson. He stated that all candidates met the eligibility
requirements as set forth in the SCAG’s bylaws, and were being presented to the Regional Council
for approval and then subsequently the General Assembly for final action.

There were no public comments on Item No. 1.
2. Consideration of Proposed Amendments to the SCAG Bylaws
leffery Elder, Board Counsel, presented proposed amendments to the SCAG Bylaws for Regional

Council consideration. He noted that proposed bylaw amendments were reviewed annually by the
Bylaws and Resolution Committee, then by the Regional Council, prior to submission to the General

66



SCAG™

Assembly for final consideration. He reported that for the current year, five bylaw amendments
were proposed, one by Regional Council Member Marcia McLean, Santa Clarita, District 67, and
four by staff. He discussed that the Bylaws and Resolution Committee met on March 11 and
unanimously voted to recommend approval of all five proposed amendments. He summarized the
proposed amendments as follows: 1) for the District Evaluation Criteria, proposed by Regional
Council Member McLean, he stated the amendment clarifies the criteria the Regional Council may
consider during required district boundary evaluations conducted in calendar years ending in 3 and
8. While retaining existing requirements related to approximate population equality and geographic
communities of interest, he indicated that the amendment clarifies that the Regional Council may
also consider additional relevant contextual factors when supported by reasonably reliable
information. He stated that the amendment further includes a transparency provision requiring
documentation of the basis for decisions when such additional factors are used in a staff report or
other official written record; 2) for the second proposal from staff, definition of Regional Council
Member, he stated this non-substantive amendment removed a duplicative definition of “Regional
Council member” currently appearing twice in the bylaws, without changing the substance of the
definition; 3) for the third proposal from staff, appointment of Policy Committee Ex-Officio
Members, he stated that this amendment streamlined the appointment process for ex-officio
members of policy committees by authorizing the SCAG President to make these appointments
directly. He noted that the proposal removed the requirement that ex-officio appointments be
recommended by a policy committee and approved by the Regional Council. He clarified that no
changes were proposed to the non-voting status or term length of ex-officio members; 4) for the
fourth proposal from staff, dual service on the Regional Council, he reported that this amendment
clarified that an individual may hold only one voting-eligible position on the Regional Council at any
time. He further clarified that if a member was selected or appointed to a second voting-eligible
position, the amendment established a process requiring the member to notify the President and
vacate one seat, with the resulting vacancy filled in accordance with the bylaws; and 5) for the fifth
proposal from staff, non-substantive Bylaws cleanup, he stated this amendment made technical,
non-substantive corrections throughout the bylaws to address typographical, spelling, numbering,
and formatting errors accumulated over time, improving clarity and readability of the document.

He recommended that the Regional Council approve the proposed bylaw amendments which would
be forwarded to the General Assembly for consideration and final action.

Regional Council Member, Karen Spiegel, Riverside County, asked Mr. Elder to further explain the
intent of the first proposal. Mr. Elder clarified that it was not changing the existing requirement,
and that it just added several factors that were specifically laid out in the bylaws that could be
considered by the Regional Council if a decision was made to consider revising or adding a district.
He indicated that they still needed to have equal population and shared that in the past it had been
expressed that because there was nothing laid out in the bylaws, there was a concern that it
couldn't be considered, so this was just to clarify that other factors could be considered and sets
out what those factors could include.
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Regional Council Member Spiegel asked Regional Council Member McLean if this was the intent of
her proposal. Regional Council Member McLean acknowledged that it was.

There were no public comments on Item No. 2.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval ltems

3. Minutes of the Meeting — March 5, 2026

4. Resolution No. 26-680-1 Approving Amendment 3 to the FY 2025-26 Comprehensive Budget,
including the Overall Work Program (OWP)

5. Transit Funding for 2026 FIFA World Cup
6. Connect SoCal 2050 Local Data Exchange (LDX): Guiding Principles and Process Overview

Receive and File

7. April 2026 State and Federal Legislative Update

8. SCAG Fiscal Year 2025-26 Vacancies, Recruitment, and Retention Efforts

9. Purchase Orders, Contracts and Contract Amendments below Regional Council Approval Threshold
10. CFO Monthly Report

There were no public Comments on the Consent Calendar.

A MOTION was made (Ramos) to approve ltem No.1: that the Regional Council elect the nominees
recommended by the Nominating Committee as SCAG’s 2026-27 officers and submit those
nominees to the General Assembly for ratification in accordance with SCAG’s Bylaws; Item No. 2:
that the Regional Council (RC) review the proposed Bylaws amendments recommended by the
Bylaws and Resolutions Committee and forward them to the General Assembly with a
recommendation for approval; and Consent Calendar Items 3 through 6 and Receive and File Items
7 through 10. Motion was SECONDED (Finlay) and passed by the following votes:

AYES: Baker, Balius, Bucknum, Cardenas-Singh, Clark, Crosswhite, Dumitru, Dutrey, Elias,
Finlay, Frometa, Gardner, Gabbard, Go, Goodsell, Harnik, Henderson, L. Hernandez,
Judge, Kalmick, Kelley, Krupa, Lock Dawson, Lopez, Marquez, McCallon, McLean,
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Navarro, Ramos, Rhodes, Saleh, Sanchez, Sandoval, Schwank, Shapiro, Sharif,
Simonoff, Spiegle, Tye, Wapner, Wong, Wood, and Yokoyama (43)

NOES: None (0)
ABSTAIN: None (0)

BUSINESS REPORT

Regional Council Member Lucy Dunn stated her report was on page 142. She expressed she was
honored to chair the Global Land Use and Economics Council, which was a council of business and
industry representatives. She indicated they received a briefing of what the Joint Policy Committees
heard earlier in the day. She shared that she thought it was particularly fascinating that with the
median age rising, plus population growth being flat, smaller households, and a housing shortage, it
would be good for builders to hear this information because they may need to work on designing
new product types.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

First Vice President Marquez announced that President Cindy Allen led the SCAG delegation to the
state capital for the agency’s annual Sacramento Summit on March 16-17, which focused on
advancing SCAG-sponsored legislation SB 1087 to modernize SB 375’s Sustainable Communities
Strategy framework and AB 2002 to codify the successful 2019 Regional Early Action Planning (REAP
1.0) program, as well as advocating for a $125 million one-time budget request to support the
state’s 7th Regional Housing Needs Allocation cycle. He noted that during the Summit, the
delegation met with more than 39 legislators and state leaders. He also highlighted President
Allen’s participation in a California Assembly Select Committee delegation to Japan, where she and
other members, including Second Vice President Jenny Crosswhite, met with U.S. Embassy officials
and Japanese legislative leaders to discuss agriculture, energy, innovation, technology, and supply
chains. He also shared updates on the 2026 Regional Conference and General Assembly program,
outlining planned breakout sessions and a plenary titled “The Future of Regions: Innovating
Institutions for a New Era,” and reminded members that the next Regional Council meeting would
take place in conjunction with the Conference and General Assembly in Palm Desert on Thursday,
May 7, at 9:00 a.m.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director Kome Ajise reported on recent SCAG activities, thanking Regional Council
members for their strong engagement during the Joint Policy Committee’s kickoff presentation on
Connect SoCal, and noting that the Regional Council action taken authorized staff to begin
one-on-one data collection meetings with all 197 jurisdictions through November to support
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modeling, policy development, and preparation of a draft plan in 2027. He further reported on
legislative activity in Sacramento, where SCAG-sponsored bills SB 1087 and AB 2002 both passed
out of their respective committees, with testimony provided by SCAG leadership and partners. He
also provided updates on the continued progress of the REAP program, including establishment of
the South Bay Regional Housing Trust and release of the City of Moorpark’s draft Downtown
Specific Plan, both REAP-funded milestones. He noted that the Transportation Committee approved
a recommendation on the TDM approach for the LA28 Games, with Regional Council consideration
anticipated in May and a draft strategy to follow in July. He also reported that following issuance of
state guidance, SCAG had begun development of SB 79-required transit-oriented development
maps, with informational sessions planned ahead of Regional Council review in June. Lastly, he
provided an update on the SoCal Greenprint, which was currently in beta testing and on track for
completion in June, with a presentation to the Energy and Environment Committee and a Toolbox
Tuesday demonstration planned in the summer.

Following the Executive Director’s report, members asked clarifying questions regarding HCD’s SB
79 guidance and the timeline for release of the required transit-oriented development maps. Staff
indicated that they generally concurred with the state guidance, noting one provision that may
differ from their statutory interpretation, but confirmed that an approach had been identified that
preserves appropriate local discretion. Staff further advised that a draft SB 79 map would be shared
during an informational session in late spring, with a final map scheduled for Regional Council
consideration at a special meeting in June, accompanied by proactive outreach to affected
jurisdictions, Los Angeles County, and transit operators.

First Vice President Marquez thanked the Executive Director and staff for the update.
There were no public comments on the Business, President’s or Executive Director’s reports.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no future agenda items.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

First Vice President Marquez briefly acknowledged discussions held at the EAC meeting and
expressed appreciation for the outstanding work and leadership of Executive Director Ajise and
recognizing both individual contributions and the collective efforts of the staff. He congratulated
incoming First Vice President Jenny Crosswhite on her appointment, with remarks commending her
dedication and accomplishments. He also congratulated incoming Second Vice President Patricia
Lock Dawson for her continued leadership and service.
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MINUTES

Regional Council Member Margaret Finlay, Duarte, District 34, stated she served on the Nominating
Committee and noted that multiple qualified individuals were considered for the position of Second
Vice President and stated that the selection process was challenging due to the high caliber of

applicants. She congratulated the selected officers and expressed confidence in the leadership team
for the coming year.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, First Vice President Marquez adjourned the meeting of the
Regional Council at 12:26 p.m.

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE REGIONAL COUNCIL]
/1
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Allen, Cindy

Long Beach, RC District 30

Amezcua, Valerie

Santa Ana, RC District 16

Baker, Debbie

La Palma, RC District 18

Balius, Ryan

Anaheim, RC District 19

Barger, Kathryn

Los Angeles County

Bass, Karen

Los Angeles, (Member at Large)

Bishop, Austin

Palmdale, RC District 43

Blumenfield, Bob

Los Angeles, RC District 50

Boyles, Drew

El Segundo, RC District 40

Bucknum, Wendy

Mission Viejo, RC District 13

Byers, Chelsea

West Hollywood, RC District 41

Cabrera, Ulises

Moreno Valley, RC District 69

Cardenas-Singh, Martha

Imperial County

Clark, Margaret

Rosemead, RC District 32
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Crosswhite, Jenny

Santa Paula, RC District 47

Denison, Rick

Yucca Valley, RC District 11

Dumitru, Jon

Orange, RC District 17

Dunn, Lucy

Business Representative

Dutrey, John

Montclair, RC District 9

Eich, Keith

La Cafiada Flintridge, RC District 36

Elias, Shaunna

Glendora, RC District 33

Finlay, Margaret E.

Duarte, RC District 35

Frometa, Claudia M.

Downey, RC District 25

Gardner, Gary

Desert Hot Springs, RC District 2

Gabbard, John

Dana Point, RC District 12

Go, William

Irvine, RC District 14

Goodsell, Mike

ICTC Representative

Hagman, Curt

San Bernardino County

Harnik, Jan C.

RCTC Rpresentative

Harris-Dawson, Marqueece

Los Angeles, RC District 55

Henderson, Mark E.

Gardena, RC District 28

Hernandez, Eunisses

Los Angeles, RC District 48

Hernandez, Laura

Port Hueneme, RC District 45

Hutt, Heather

Los Angeles, RC District 57

Judge, Mike T.

VCTC Representative

Jung, Fred

Fullerton, RC District 21

Jurado, Ysabel

Los Angeles, RC District 61

Kalmick, Joe

Seal Beach, RC District 20

Kelley, Trish

TCA Representative

Kleiman, Lauren

Newport Beach, RC District 15

Krupa, Linda

Hemet, RC District 3

Lara, Andrew

Pico Rivera, RC District 31

Lee, John

Los Angeles, RC District 59

Leon, Carlos A.

OCTA Representative

Lock Dawson, Patricia

Riverside, RC District 68

Lopez, Vianey

Ventura County

Lorimore, Clint

Eastvale, RC District 4

Manos, Steve

Lake Elsinore, RC District 63

Marquez, Ray

Chino Hills, RC District 10

Masiel, Andrew

Pechanga Band of Luiseno IndiansTribal Gov. Reg. PIng. Brd.

McCallon, Larry

Air District Representative

McLean, Marsha

Santa Clarita, RC District 67

McOsker, Tim

Los Angeles, RC District 62

Navarro, Frank J.

Colton, RC District 6

Nazarian, Adrin

Los Angeles, RC District 49

Padilla, Imelda

Los Angeles, RC District 53

Park, Traci

Los Angeles, RC District 58

Perez, Nikki

Burbank, RC District 42

Price, Curren D.

Los Angeles, RCDistrict 56

Raman, Nithya

Los Angeles, RC District 51
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Ramos, Daniel

Adelanto, RC District 65

Rebollar, Gil

Brawley, RC District 1

Rhodes, Rocky

Simi Valley, RC District 46

Rodriguez, Monica

Los Angeles, RC District 54

Saleh, Ali

Bell, RC District 27

Sanchez, Steve

La Quinta, RC District 66

Sandoval, Tim

Pomona, RC District 38

Saro, Suely

Long Beach, RC District 29

Schwank, Zak

Temecula, RC District 5

Shapiro, David J.

Calabasas, RC District 44

Sharif, Emma

Compton, RC District 26

Simonoff, Marty

Brea, RC District 22

Solis, Hilda

Los Angeles County

Soto-Martinez, Hugo

Los Angeles, RC District 60

Spiegel, Karen

Riverside County

Tran, Helen

San Bernardino, RC District 7

Twining, Butch

Huntington Beach, RC District 64

Tye, Steve

Diamond Bar, RC District 37

Wagner, Donald P.

Orange County

Wapner, Alan

SBCTA/SBCOG

Waronek, Mark

Lomita, RC District 39

Warren, Acquanetta

Fontana, RC District 8

Wong, Thomas

Monterey Park, RC District 34

Wood, Jeff

Lakewood, RC District 24

Yaroslavsky, Katy

Los Angeles, RC District 52

Yokoyama, Frank A.

Cerritos, RC District 23
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