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From: Richard Lambros <rlambros@southerncaliforniagroup.com>

Date: October 4, 2022 at 5:12:48 PM PDT

To: "Sarah J. Jepson" <Jepson@scag.ca.gov>, Darin Chidsey <CHIDSEY@scag.ca.gov>, Jenna Hornstock
<hornstock@scag.ca.gov>

Cc: Charles Wilson <cwilson@socalwater.org>, Lisa Tarpin <ltarpin@southerncaliforniagroup.com>, Sara Catalan
<scatalan@southerncaliforniagroup.com>

Subject: Following up on our call ... SCLC proposed edits to SCAG's Water Action Resolution

This Message Is From an External Sender

EXTERNAL: This email message was sent from outside our organization. Proceed with caution when opening links or
attachments. Submit as spam if you are not sure it is safe.

Report Suspicious

Darin, Sarah, and Jenna,

Thanks for taking some time this afternoon to meet with us about SCAG’s proposed Water Action Resolution. Per our
discussion, attached are the two draft redline documents we went over with you on today’s Zoom Call. As you know,
these documents will provide suggestions from SCLC, SCWC, and our coalition partners regarding a few recommended
edits to both the Water Action Resolution and the accompanying Staff Memo. We submit these for your consideration
and let us know if you have any questions.

Best,
Rich

Richard J. Lambros | Managing Director

Southern California Leadership Council

444 S, Flower Street, 37th Floor, Los Angeles CA 90071

T: (213) 236-4810 | M: (909) 225-0095 | F: (213) 622-7100
E: richard.lambros@socallc.org | W: www.socallc.org

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL




SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL



RESOLUTION NO. 22-647-3

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
AFFIRMING A DROUGHT AND WATER SHORTAGE EMERGENCY IN THE SCAG

REGION AND CALLING ON LOCAL AND REGIONAL PARTNERS TO JOIN TOGETHER

TO ADOPT AN “ALL OF THE ABOVE” RESPONSE TO SUCH EMERGENCY, INCLUDING REDUCE
REDUCING WATER USE; HMPROVE-IVIPROVING WATER CONSERVATION, REUSE, AND
EFFICIENCY; ENHANCE ENHANCING WATER SYSTEMS’ HEALTH AND RESILIENCE; PURSUING AND
POTENTIALLY IMPLEMENTING NEW WATER SUPPLY AND STORAGE OPPORTUNITIES; AND
SUPPORTING

INVESTMENTS IN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE AND CONSERVATION PRACTICES

THAT SUPPORT THE REGION’S ECONOMIC AND POPULATION GROWTH AND

FOSTERS PLANNING FOR THE REGION’S HOUSING NEEDS IDENTIFIED IN CONNECT

SOCAL

WHEREAS, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is the

largest metropolitan planning organization (MPO) in the United States covering six
counties (Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura), and
serving approximately 19 million people within 197 jurisdictions pursuant to 23 USC
§ 134 et seq. and 49 USC § 5303 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, SCAG is responsible for bringing Southern California’s diverse
residents and local partners together with unifying regional plans, policies, and
programs that result in healthy, livable, sustainable, and economically resilient
communities; and

WHEREAS, clean, safe, affordable, and reliable water supply is central to Southern
California’s people, economy, and natural systems; and

WHEREAS, the conservation, -anéd-replenishment and development of water supplies, mitigation
of future water supply shortages, and investment in sustainable water infrastructure

are essential to ensuring the health, safety, and welfare of communities, agriculture,

and the environment, and to supporting the projected economic and population

growth of the region; and

WHEREAS, investments in sustainable water infrastructure are required to
support the 1.3 million units of housing required in the 6t cycle Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA) including recycled water systems; greywater capture and
reuse; groundwater recharge; and urban runoff capture; and

WHEREAS, climate change will continue to threaten California’s water supply

and water quality resulting from a combination of persistent and extreme drought
conditions, increased volatility in precipitation, continued reductions in snowpack,
unsustainable use of groundwater, decreased soil moisture, and higher overall instream
temperaturesi; and



WHEREAS, higher temperatures associated with climate-related extreme heat conditions will
continue to increase demand for water use, reduce available water supply and groundwater
replenishment rates due to environmental factorsz; and

WHEREAS, infill and multifamily development generally require less water than expansive

regional development patterns, and the type of new development has a significant bearing on more
water use to maintain lawns and other landscapings; and [NOTE: See prior note in memo regarding
large, master-planned communities.]

WHEREAS, in July 2020 the State released a Water Resilience Portfolio that includes a set of
actions to meet California’s water needs through the 21st century, with principles that include
prioritizing multi-benefit approaches that meet several needs at once; utilizing natural
infrastructure such as forests and floodplains; embracing innovation and new technologies;
encouraging regional approaches among water users sharing watersheds; and incorporating
successful approaches from other parts of the world; and

WHEREAS, in August 2022 the State released a Water Supply Strategy that lays out a series of
actions aimed at preparing for an estimated 10% decrease in California’s water supply by 2040 due
to higher temperatures and decreased runoff by developing new water through recycling and
desalination; capturing and saving more stormwater, above ground and below ground; reducing use
of water in cities and on farms; and improving all water management actions with better data,
forecasting, conveyance, and administration of water rights; and

SUPPLY THREATS

WHEREAS, on April 21, May 10, July 8, and October 19, 2021, Governor Newsom issued
proclamations that a state of emergency exists statewide due to severe drought conditions and
directed state agencies to take immediate action to preserve critical water supplies and mitigate
the effects of droughts; and

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2022 and June 10, 2022, the State Water Resources Control Board
adopted two emergency regulations to help conserve water as climate change continues to disrupt
California’s water systems; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado River Basin supplies approximately 55 percent of Southern California’s
waters, and, on August 16, 2021, the US Department of the Interior declared the first-ever water
shortage declaration in history for the Colorado River Basin as water flows and reservoir levels have
dramatically declined due to climate change; [NOTE: The 55% figure as used above is not accurate.
According to the Metropolitan Water District, in an average year, 25% of Southern California’s total
water supply comes from the Colorado River and 30% comes from the State Water Project.
Together, these two sources total 55% of our region’s water supply.] and

WHEREAS, groundwater is a critical resource that accounts for 40 percent of California’s total
annual water supply in normal years and almost 60 percent in drought years when surface water is
less available, but California’s current groundwater levels are strained with approximately 63
percent of monitoring wells at historic lows7and groundwater overdraft has led to land subsidence



and damage to infrastructure, drying up of local wells, depletion of streamflewsstreamflow’s, and
decreased water qualitys; and

ECONOMIC THREATS

WHEREAS, recent analysis from University of California, Davis estimates that the 2016 drought in
California resulted in over $600 million in direct economic damages (annual losses) and resulted in
the loss of 4,700 jobss; and

WHEREAS, pressures from climate change, sanitation and water quality needs, and necessary
infrastructure upgrades are placing increasing strain on water prices. Estimates of the cost to
replace aging infrastructure in the United States are projected to be over $1 trillion dollars in the
next 20 years to replace outdated systems and could triple the cost of household water billsi0; and

WHEREAS, California spends about $37 billion annually on its water system, with 84 percent of
funding coming from local water bills and taxes, and urban utilities must raise funds to replace
aging infrastructure, comply with requirements, and update infrastructure to adapt to climate

changei; and

WHEREAS, projected increases in water rates over the next five years estimate that the
percentage of U.S. households who will find water bills unaffordable could triple from roughly 12
percent to over 35 percenti2; and

WHEREAS, monthly water bills have been growing two to three times faster than inflation in
California’s urban areas and lower-income households across California face growing affordability
challenges as water bills increase, with nearly 13 percent statewide of single-family households with
water bills that exceed 2 percent of their annual incomesis; and

WHEREAS, water bills have been rising faster than inflation in many parts of California to cover
rising costs and State Water Board estimates that 21 percent of California’s water systems have
water rates that are unaffordable (i.e., cost 1.5 percent or more of median household income) for
basic needss; and

WHEREAS, renters and low-income households are less likely to participate in water conservation
and efficiency programsis; and

AGRICULTURE/NATURAL LAND/HEAT THREATS
WHEREAS, agriculture is an invaluable asset to the SCAG region but agricultural production is
increasingly vulnerable to drought impacts, water shortages, and over-reliance on groundwater to

withstand droughtsis; and

WHEREAS, the direct economic impacts of prolonged drought on water quality and agriculture at
national level are estimated to be greater than $3 billion annuallyi7; and

WHEREAS, the 2021 drought directly cost the California agricultural sector $1.2 billion and



approximately 8,745 jobsis and the total impacts including other economic sectors are estimated at
$1.7 billion and 14,634 jobs; and

WHEREAS, climate change related increases in extreme heat days reduce available water supply
through evapotranspiration, and can lead to deadly pathogens in freshwater sourcesis; and

WHEREAS, low water storage levels and water right curtailments as a result of drought reduced
surface water deliveries to farms in 2021 and water shortages led to an additional estimated
395,000 acres of idled land and an estimated $1.1 billion in crop revenue losses and increased
pumping costs due to deficit irrigation2o; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado River is the Imperial Valley’s only source of water and the Imperial Valley
has been using less water, conserving over 7 million acre-feet of the Colorado River and California’s
water supplies21; and

WHEREAS, in June 2022, the Federal Bureau of Reclamation requested that states and Tribes in
the Colorado River Basin, including California and the Imperial Valley that depends on water from
the Colorado River, will need to collectively conserve between 2 to 4 million-acre feet in 202322;

WHEREAS, extreme heat increases demand for potable drinking water to offset certain heatrelated
health impactsz3; and

OPPORTUNITIES

WHEREAS, conserving water and local water supplies can support climate change mitigation and
adaptation, as saving water and replacing imported water with water reuse and stormwater
capture requires less energy and reduces greenhouse gas emissionszs; and

WHEREAS, water systems that rely on groundwater tend to have lower rates, as treatment and
delivery costs are relatively low2s; and

WHEREAS, natural areas play an important role in groundwater recharge, protecting watershed
and riparian areas, and ensuring clean drinking water for the region, and on October 7, 2020,
Governor Newsom issued the Nature-Based Solutions Executive Order N-82- 20, that committed
California to the goal of conserving 30 percent of our lands and coastal waters by 203026; and

WHEREAS, water conservation is the easiest, most efficient, and most cost-effective way to
quickly reduce water demand and extend limited water suppliesz7; and

WHEREAS, within Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s service area, the
percentage of local water supplies has increased, providing over 50 percent of the water used in
2020 through use of groundwater, local surface water, recycled water, and recovered
groundwaterzs; and



WHEREAS, even with greater conservation our region will remain dependent to some degree on
water imports, and it is therefore important for SCAG to join with water suppliers, local
municipalities and other agencies in efforts to protect and maintain these imported supplies; and

WHEREAS, many Southern Californians and water suppliers have made progress in reducing

water use and improving efficiency; however, water use is outpacing water replenishment and
reducing water supply at unsustainable rates, and additional conservation actions and water supply
sources are needed to address the region’s water challenges2s; and

WHEREAS, California could further reduce water use by more than 30 percent in cities and

suburbs by investing in measures to use water more efficientlyso; and [NOTE: Please validate this 30
percent savings claim with the Metropolitan Water District, including the cost of achieving such a
goal in Southern California.]

WHEREAS, water is necessary to support growth in Southern California and build much-needed
housing for the region, and a compact development pattern and the building of infill housing allows
for less water consumption, greater water-efficiency, and lower infrastructure costssi; and [NOTE:
See earlier note on large, master-planned communities.]

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 222 establishes the Water Rate Assistance Fund in the State Treasury to
help provide water affordability assistance, for both drinking water and wastewater services, to low
income residential ratepayerssz; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors adopted a resolution in June 2022 clarifying
that current state and federal funding of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO) primarily
supports transportation planning and related land use, stormwater and air quality considerations,
and restricts use of funds for planning and technical assistance on many water related issues, which
inhibits MPOs from holistically planning for water systems, including groundwater resources and
associated infrastructure, resulting in a missed opportunity to integrate the program funding more
effectivelyss; and

WHEREAS, SCAG has adopted mitigation measures for its most recent long-range plan, Connect
SoCal 2020, related to coordinating and working with local jurisdictions and water agencies;
encouraging regional-scale planning for improved stormwater management, groundwater recharge,
wastewater and stormwater management, water quality management, pollution prevention, and
drainage patterns; and fostering the implementation of urban greening, greenbelts, and community
separator land use strategies that promote improved water quality, groundwater recharge,
watershed health, reduced urban runoff, stormwater and rainwater collectionss; and

WHEREAS, SCAG is developing a Regional Resilience Framework to help local agencies adapt to
persistently arid and drought conditions in the region, with guidance and policy direction from the
Resilience & Conservation Subcommittee and Energy & Environment Policy Committee;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Regional Council of SCAG affirms a commitment to
support implementing agencies plan for reduced water use; improved water conservation, reuse,
and efficiency; enhanced water systems’ health and resilience; and investments in sustainable



water infrastructure, supply and storage; and conservation practices that support the region’s
economic and population growth and fosters planning for the region’s housing needs identified in
Connect SoCal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

1. SCAG shall support best practices in resource conservation as well as an integrated planning
approaches to help local jurisdictions meet housing production needs in a drier environment.

2. SCAG shall continue to work with local jurisdictions to encourage planning for context
sensitive infill and multifamily housing development, which shows lower per capita water
consumption rates than alternative housing typesss. [NOTE: See earlier note on large, master-
planned communities.]

3. SCAG shall, through the Resilience & Resource Conservation Subcommittee, further explore
regional water challenges and solutions and report findings for consideration by SCAG’s
Energy & Environment Committee.

4. SCAG’s Energy & Environment Committee shall make recommendations to SCAG’s Legislative
Communications & Membership Committee to support legislative advocacy for increased
resources for water infrastructure, including investments in repairs, modernization, and
enhancements of the region’s aging infrastructure and related imported water supply
infrastructure, that can serve the community and

regional needs of Southern California and ensure effectiveness, efficiency, and resiliency of

the region’s water systems

5. SCAG shall coordinate with local jurisdictions, water agencies and organizations, the State, and
other

stakeholders, including social and environmental justice organizations, housing and business
groups, and

public health organizations, to foster adoption of alternative groundwater recharge
technologies, such as permeable pavements, surface infiltration, and well injection systems,

and best practices to increase and maintain a sustainable water supply for the region.

6. SCAG will explore opportunities to support implementation of green infrastructure,
greywater usage systems and policy, including the development of model ordinances and
training and education programs, as well as urban cooling infrastructure with a focus on
improving groundwater recharge and reducing water usage in urban areas.

7. SCAG shall hold an Industry Forum and seek national expertise on investments in sustainable
water infrastructure that support housing production goals identified in the region’s 6th Cycle
Housing Elements.

8. SCAG shall identify, recommend and integrate into Connect SoCal 2024 policies and strategies
to align investments in water infrastructure with housing needs and the adopted growth
forecast and development pattern.



9. SCAG shall advocate with partners such as the United States Conference of Mayors, the
National Association of Regional Councils, and other stakeholders for additional flexibility in
the use of state and federal resources to support integrated planning and technical assistance
for groundwater resources and associated infrastructure along with transportation, land use,
energy, stormwater and air quality, as well as advocate for projects that expand water
resources and infrastructure.

10. SCAG staff shall prepare a white paper on the state of water in the region that addresses
multiple sectors; addresses issues related to water acquisition, storage, supply, demand and
quality; identifies challenges and opportunities to support sustainable and resilient regional
development as well as local jurisdictions in developing and implementing water planning
efforts in an increasingly arid environment; explores the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of
a wide range of strategies under an all-of-the-above approach to addressing the region’s
water challenges; and includes recommendations for practical ways to support implementing
agencies.

11. SCAG staff shall periodically update the Energy & Environment Policy Committee and seek
guidance on the implementation of these aforementioned actions.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Regional Council of the Southern California
Association of Governments at its regular meeting this 6th day of October, 2022.



Recommended edits to Oct. 6 cover memo for Agenda ltem 4

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:

That the Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) recommend the Regional Council (RC) adopt a
Water Action Resolution of the Southern California Association of Governments (No. 22-647-3),
which the resolution affirms a drought and water shortage emergency in the SCAG Region and calls
on local and regional partners to join together to implement an “all of the above” approach to
addressing water supply and drought issues, including reduee-reducing water use; improve
improving water conservation,

reuse, and efficiency; ard-enhance-ing water systems health and resilience; and pursuing the
evaluation and potential implementation of new water supply and storage projects.

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC:

That the Regional Council (RC) adopt a Water Action Resolution of the Southern California
Association of Governments (No. 22-647-3), which the resolution affirms a drought and water
shortage emergency in the SCAG Region and calls on local and regional partners to join together to
implement an “all of the above” approach to addressing water supply and drought issues, including
reduee-reducing water use; impreve-improving water conservation, reuse, and efficiency; and
enhanceing water systems

health and resilience; and pursuing the evaluation and potential implementation of new water
supply and storage projects.-

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

As part of the 2022-2023 Executive Administration Committee (EAC) Strategic Plan, the EAC
identified water resilience as a core policy area for regional leadership. The Energy and
Environment Committee (EEC) has received numerous presentations on the drought; recognizing
the urgency of addressing local challenges related to water supply and infrastructure needs, the
EEC recommended that SCAG take formal action. The proposed Water Action Resolution of the
Southern California Association of Governments affirms a drought and water shortage emergency
in the SCAG Region and calls on local and regional partners to join together to reduce water use;
improve water conservation, reuse, and efficiency; enhance water systems’ health and resilience;
pursue the evaluation and potential implementation of new water supply and storage projects;
and support investments in water infrastructure and conservation practices that support the
region’s economic and population growth and fosters planning for the Region’s Housing Needs
identified in Connect SoCal. In September 2022, staff sought feedback on the draft Resolution
from the EEC. Feedback from EEC members and stakeholders has been incorporated into the
proposed Resolution. Experts on water issues in the region will speak at Regional Council to help
inform discussion on the proposed Resolution.

BACKGROUND:

The SCAG region is expected to grow by 1.7 million residents between years 2019 and 2050 and
jurisdictions must plan for a regional housing need of 1.3 million new housing units by 2029.
Climate change continues to impact the SCAG region’s health, safety and economic welfare as
extended dry heat days and persistent aridity worsen severe drought in California, and these in turn
the ability to manage and support healthy growth.



Although many Southern Californians and water suppliers have made progress in reducing water
use and improving efficiency, water use is outpacing water replenishment and reducing water
supply at unsustainable rates. Clean, safe, and reliable water supply is central to Southern
California’s people, economy, and natural systems, and additional conservation actions, supply and
storage options, as well as

new infrastructure investments are needed to address the region’s water challenges. With the past
22 years having been the driest period in the southwestern United States within 1200 years,
planning for water resilience at regional and local scales has become increasingly importanti.
Although Southern California water systems and planning do not yet account for persistent aridity,
a shift towards greater local water reliance and efficiency can help mitigate and adapt to changing
water supply and climate. Local water solutions include building upon underutilized resources, such
as rainwater, grey water, stormwater, and water reuse and efficiency, as well as supporting the
conservation and replenishment of water supplies, mitigating future water supply shortages, ,
investigating and potentially pursuing new water supply and storage opportunities, and

investing in_and funding the maintenance of sustainable water infrastructure to ensure the health,
safety, and welfare of

communities, agriculture, and the environment can be sustained to support the projected economic
and population growth of the region.

Additionally, extreme heat and ensuing periods of drought exacerbate challenges for both energy
and water management and is a growing threat to lives and livelihoods across the state - especially
for disadvantaged communities, both in urban centers and in suburban and fringe communities.
The water-energy nexus was first recognized by the California

Energy Commission in the 2005 Integrated Energy Policy Report in which it was found that 19
percent of California’s total statewide electricity use — a third of non-power plant natural gas
management and regional collaboration can play a prominent role in reducing energy demand and
is a key part of the suite of solutions needed to help drive the clean energy transition forward.

In September 2022, staff sought feedback on the draft Resolution from the EEC and heard six verbal
public comments. Staff have also been engaging with water agencies, community and non-profit
organizations, members of the building and business communities, and experts in Southern
California to ensure that the resolution addresses the region’s water challenges and opportunities.
Feedback from EEC members and stakeholders has been incorporated into the proposed
Resolution, and those updates are summarized below:

L] References to the connection between water and supporting the region’s housing needs and
growth;

L1 Additional information on the economic impacts of drought in California, costs and

affordability specific to California, and impacts of the water shortage in the Imperial Valley;

[ Coordination with other stakeholders, including water agencies and organizations, social and
environmental justice

organizations, housing and business groups, and public health organizations;

[] Address the cost-effectiveness and feasibility for a wide range of strategies and solutions;

and

I Inclusion of additional strategies and opportunities for water acquisition and storage,

training and education, state legislation and programs, and alternative and innovative




technologies.

In SCAG’s role to bring Southern California’s diverse residents and local partners together with
unifying regional plans, policies, and programs that result in healthy, livable, sustainable, and
economically resilient communities, the following actions, with proposed additions underlined
below, are proposed for inclusion in the Resolution to reduce water use; improve water
conservation, reuse, and efficiency; enhance water systems’ health and resilience; and support
investments in water supply, storage and infrastructure and conservation practices that support the
region’s economic

and population growth and fosters planning for the Region’s Housing Needs identified in Connect
SocCal:

1. SCAG shall support best practices in resource conservation as well as an “all of the above”
integrated

planning appreaches-approach to water supply to help local jurisdictions meet housing production
needs in a drier

environment.

2. SCAG shall continue to work with local jurisdictions to encourage planning for context

sensitive infill and multifamily housing development, which shows lower per capita

water consumption rates than alternative housing types2. [NOTE: Large, master-planned “ Formatted: Don't adjust space between Latin and
communities can offer economic benefits of scale because they can build water conservation Asian text, Don't adjust space between Asian text and
methods like green infrastructure, permeable pavement and greywater usage systems into a numbers

community from the outset, which can provide better ROl than conservation efforts in already built
urban environments.]

3. SCAG shall, through the Resilience and Resource Conservation Subcommittee, further
explore regional water challenges and solutions and report findings for consideration by
SCAG’s Energy and Environment Committee.

4. SCAG’s Energy and Environment Committee shall make recommendations to SCAG’s
Legislative/Communications and Membership Committee to support legislative
advocacy for increased resources for water infrastructure, including investments in
repairs, modernization, and enhancements of the region’s aging infrastructure, that can
serve the community and regional needs of Southern California and ensure
effectiveness, efficiency, and resiliency of the region’s water systems.

5. SCAG shall coordinate with local jurisdictions, water agencies, the State, and other
stakeholders, including water agencies and groups, social and environmental justice organizations,
housing and business groups,

and public health organizations, to foster adoption of alternative groundwater recharge
technologies, such as permeable pavements, surface infiltration, and well injection
systems, and best practices to increase and maintain a sustainable water supply for the
region.

6. SCAG will explore opportunities to support implementation of green infrastructure,
greywater usage systems and policy, including the development of model ordinances
and training and education programs, as well as urban cooling infrastructure with a
focus on improving groundwater recharge and reducing water usage in urban areas.

7. SCAG shall hold an Industry Forum and seek national expertise on investments in
sustainable water infrastructure (and other horizontal utilities) that support housing




production goals identified in the region’s 6th Cycle Housing Elements.

8. SCAG shall identify, recommend and integrate into Connect SoCal 2024 policies and
strategies to align investments in water infrastructure with housing needs and the
adopted growth forecast and development pattern.

9. SCAG shall advocate with partners such as the United States Conference of Mayors, the
National Association of Regional Councils, and other stakeholders for additional

flexibility in the use of state and federal resources to support integrated planning and
technical assistance for groundwater resources and associated infrastructure along with
transportation, land use, energy, stormwater and air quality, as well as advocate for
projects that expand water resources and infrastructure.

10. SCAG staff shall prepare a white paper on the state of water in the region that addresses
multiple sectors; addresses issues related to water acquisition, storage, supply, demand
and quality; identifies challenges and opportunities to support sustainable and resilient
regional development as well as local jurisdictions in developing and implementing

water planning efforts in an increasingly arid environment; explores the feasibility and
cost-effectiveness of a wide range of strategies under an all-of-the-above approach to
addressing the region’s water challenges; and includes recommendations for practical
ways to support implementing agencies.

11. SCAG staff shall periodically update the Energy and Environment Committee and seek
guidance on the implementation of these aforementioned actions.

The proposed Water Action Resolution is included as Attachment 1.





