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Purpose of Creating the Bicycle Database 
Clearinghouse

 To develop a standard methodology for 
collecting and documenting bicycle (and 
pedestrian) activity
• (apples to apples)

 To develop a more accurate estimate of current 
state of bicycling and bicycle-to–transit access

 To develop a database for local and regional 
planners to better measure and report bicycle 
(and pedestrian) activity



Products

 Literature review of existing methodologies/best 
practices

 Standard set of methodologies
 Count Data
 Survey data
 Protocol manual for receiving and archiving data
 Training manual
 Database Clearinghouse

http://www.bikecounts.luskin.ucla.edu/



Bike Count Data Clearinghouse





When to Conduct Counts

 During screen-line counts of motor vehicles
 Adding Bike/Ped counts to manual intersection 

counts
 Traffic Warrants
 EIRs
 Conduct bike/ped specific counts



Automatic counters

 Video vs. loop detector vs. tube vs…
 Permanent or portable
 Manual upload or automatic
 Durability
 Costs
 What data does it not collect?

• Gender
• Age
• Helmet usage



How to Conduct Manual Counts

 Specific time periods/frequencies
• (same as motor vehicles?)

 Specific minimum data attributes
• Helmets/no helmets
• Gender
• Children
• Sidewalk riding
• “Other” to allow cities flexibility to add data 

they are looking to obtain.



Sample Form Template
for Manual Counts



Supervisor Form for
Manual Counts











Tools For Which
Data Can Be Used

 Metro Bicycle Investment Scenario Analysis Model
 • Integrated Transportation and Health Impact 

Modeling Tool (ITHIM)
 • Health Economic Assessment Tool (HEAT)
 • NCHRP 552 Bike Cost Tool
 • Quantifying the Cost of Physical Inactivity
 • California Air Resources Board method for 

calculating emissions reductions
 • Rojas-Rueda, et al method for quantifying benefits 

from a bikeshare system



Problems with Implementation

 Not every city conducting counts
 Other Data (traffic warrants, Land-Use EIRs) not 

getting into system
 Difficult to get knowledge of this database to the 

right people in each city.
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